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LukE XX. 24, 8 
« Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto them, 
« The Children of this W orld 
« marry and are given in mar- 
cc riage. But they which ſhall 
ct he accounted. worthy to obtain 
c that World, and the reſurrec- 
tion from the dead, neither 
ce marry nor are given in mar- 
4. riage. 


XH E Naptials adhd this Week, 5 
in a manner ſo magnificent and ſuit- 
able to the great and good occaſion, 
and that have ſpread an. univerſal and uncom- 
mon joy through this City among all ranks 
and degrees of Men, havedrawn ſuch atten- 
tion, and are become lo much the Subject 
of Converſation, that I apprehend your 
thoughts will hardly be kept from one or 
A-4 ©." =otDer 
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other turn that way during the religious Ser- 
vices of this Day. It may therefore be of 
ſome advantage to fall in with them, in or- 
der to raiſe your minds and hopes to that 
more perfect State of things, in which there 
ſhall be no more marrying or giving in mar- 
; 
The trifling and jeſting bumour that pre- 
vails in talking of this Subject, I believe has 
often prov'd the reaſon: of keeping it out of 
religious Diſcourſes : And yet there is no one 
thing in the World, by which religion 1s 
f more affected, either to the advantage or 
diſadvantage of it, than by this. Nor is 
there any affair in life upon which the hap- 
pineſs or unhappineſs of men more depends 
than this. I hope therefore you will allow 
and approve my taking the preſent favour- 
able opportunity to treat of it. 

The place of Scripture now read, is a 
part of our Saviour's anſwer to a captious and 
enſnaring Queſtion put to him by ſome of the 
Sadducees, who denied a Reſurrection. 
They urge the caſe of a woman who had 
ſeveral husbands, and deſire to know of our 

Lord, „ Whoſe wife ſhe ſhould be account- 
ed at the reſurrection of the dead?” To 
this our Bleſſed Saviour replies, that the 
children of this world marry and are given 
in marriage; allowing it as the conſtitu- 
tion and appointment of Gop, and very 
fuitable to the preſent dying ſtate of crea- 
| .. tures 
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on MARRIAGE. ” If 


tures Here on earth. But when they ima- 
gin'd that the Kingdom of glory after the 
reſurrection, would in this reſemble the King- 
doms of this world, Chriſt tells them that 
they erred, not knowing the Scriprures nor 
the power of Gon. For when theſe bodies 
which are now mortal, ſhall put on immor- 
tality, and when that which is ſown a na- 
tural body ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual body, 
we ſhall live and act in a quite different man- 
ner to what we now do, and our happineſs 
fhall be of a quite different kind. As They 
can die no more who are raiſed to that ſu- 
ture life, ſo there will be no need to pro- 
vide for continual births; they ſhall be 
equal to the angels in their duration. 

They are no longer look'd upon as the 
children of mortal men, but as the children 
of God, being the children of the Reſur- 
rection. And perhaps it is not on meant, 
that they are then equal to the angels in 
duration; but in their having Go D himſelf, 
immediately and by his almighty power, to 
be the Father and Author of the new life 
they ſhall then receive. In this the chil- 
dren of the Reſurrection equal the angels, 
who do not derive their beings from one an- 
other as the children of this world do. For 
every one {hall equally receive his new be- 
ing from Gop in the next world, and ſo 
mall be his children as Adam was the lon of 
G0 p, formed and raiſed purely by the a- 
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gency and power of Gop himſelf. For 
theſe reaſons, they which ſhall be account- 


ed worthy to obtain fhat world, and the 


reſurrettion from the dead, neither marry. 
nor are given in marriage. 


In theſe two verſes therefore, that are to 
be further enlarged on, we are led to conſider 


the two different ſtates of men, while mor- 
tal, and when they become immortal. 


I. The ſtate of the Children of this world, 
in their marrying and giuing in marriage. 
II. The ſtate of thoſe: who ſhall obtain the 


; Perfection and happineſs of the next word, | 


in their marrying no more. 

Ihe difference of times is a matter of great 
importance in conſidering this Subject. For 
otherwiſe we may be led to think and act 
very unſuitably to our preſent circumſtances, 
and the Laws of Go p in this world, as po- 

pery leadeth great numbers of people to do. 
Or elſe we may go into very unbecoming 


ſentiments of the. happineſs of the world to 
come, and the manner of our exiſtence there, 
which is one mark of the Impoſture of Ma- 
 bomet. And as much hurt may be done to 
religion both ways, ſo the credit and honour 


of it may be greatly promoted by forming 


right thoughts of the difference there is, be- 


tween the ſtate that now is, and that which 


1. 
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5 


I. Let us therefore attend a while to the 
| Rate of the children of this world; con- 
cerning whom our text ſays, they marry 
and are given in marriage. Our Saviour 
does not mention this with any marks of 


contempt, or flight; nor, as any way un- 
fitting us for the happineſs and glory of 


the angelic world; but only teaches us to re- 
ſtrain our thoughts of it to this preſent 
life, with refpe& to the ſpecial relations 
which hereby we are brought into, and 
the duties that ariſe from ſuch relations. 
Vice and folly haye thrown much dif- 
grace upon a married ſtate, and carried mul- 
titudes into divers luſts and paſſions that ut- 
terly diſappoint and overthrow the great 
ends and deſigns of it. And in many caſes, 


for want of care to marry religiouſly, or in 


the Lord as the phraſe of Scripture is, and 
to fix agrecably as to perſons and circum- 
ſtances, and upon the foundation of a mu- 
tual affection, great unhappineſs is frequent- 
Iy occaſion'd in this ſtate; and life is ſpent 
in fruitleſs wiſhes, by many amongſt us, that 


they had never enter d into ſuch bonds. But 


marriage is neyertheleſs to be honoured as an 
inſtitution of Go p; and as that which makes 


a great part of the buſineſs of this world; 


and from which, many of the pleaſures and 
much of the happineſs of this life ariſe, as 
Well 
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well as the cares of it: Our Bleſſed Saviour 
bimſelf hath done great honour to this In- 
fituton © And the forbidding; 10 marry is 
cad in the apoſtolical e the doctr! ine 
of Demons. | 
Io ſpeak of cheſe particularscach of them 
2 


I. The marriage of the children of My 


world is the Inſtitution of Go p. It was. 


appointed for ſociety, and poſterity in the 
ſtate of innocence it ſelf, and ſor en alter : 


| fin entred into the world. 


The firſt happy pair were formed for the 
moſt agreeable Society with each other, to 


be mutual helps and bleſſings; and they had 


every perfection both of mind and body that 


rendered them, with the other works of & op 


upon a review of them, very good. Their 
minds were pure, bearing a reſemblance of 
the Deity in all moral perfe&ion; and they. 


were made one, by the ſecret and powerful 


direction of almighty love. Their bodies 
probably were clothed* with a Luſtre that. 
diſtinguiſhed them from all the other crea- 
tures of this earth. Every other creature 
had its reſpective clothing of various-colour'd, 
Hair, Furs, Wool, or Feathers. But the 
covering of the human Pair was /ight ; a glo- 
ry ſurrounding their bodies, as the Body of 
Chriſt ſhone upon mount Tabor; thus re- 


ſembling their maker, who himſelf is clothed. 
with 


with light as with a garment. And they 


were placed in a garden of pleaſure and 


plenty, commonly call'd a Paradiſe. 
This beautiful Couple, ſo perfectly amia- 
ble in the eyes of each other, were not 
only partners in the joys of innocence, but 
they ſinn d and ſuffered together too. Being 
in honour, they underſtood it not; but by a 
vain ambition to raiſe themſelves out of 
God's time and in a direct breach of his 


command, they fell from the happineſs in 


which they were created, and became ſub- 
ject to Death, even as the beaſts that periſh. 
Thus having loſt their moral perfection, and 
the reſemblance of Go p in their minds, the 
light which ſhone round their bodies de- 
parted from them, and thereupon they be- 
held their nakedneſs with ſhame and con- 
fuſion. 5 5 

They then loſt that glory, which could 
never ſince be ſupplied by any of the orna- 
ments borrowed from this earth. The glory 


of Princes in all their richeſt attire, and a 


King's Daughter, tho' adorned with Gems and 
clothed in wrought gold, are but ſo many 
coſtly and fanciful coverings of that naked- 
neſs which was occaſioned by finning againſt 


Gop. Here we may juſtly lament a loſs 
which nothing in this world can make a- 
mends for. Wo unto us that we have 


„ ſinned.” 1 
B . 
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10 A SERNMON 
But yet tlie lofs of native innocence, and 


heavenly luſtre, does not make void the 


inſtitution of Marriage It ſtill continues 


the fanie in all the Obligations of it; and flill 


receives bleſſing from Go D. To avoid for- 


fication the 1 direction is, Let 


« every man Have his own wife, and every 
ec woman het own husband *.” In thus 


| Keeping to thi firſt inftitution; the Scripture 
declares that © tyarriage is honourable in 


« all, and the bed vindefiled ; but whOore- 
* mongersard adulterers G op will judge f. 

It is, therefore, an abiding and contiriuing 
inſtitution of Go p, That the children of hi 
world ſhould marry and be given in mar- 
riage. This is ſtill requiſite for the ſake of 
mutual Society; for the regular forming and 
educating of Children; and to prevent lewd- 
neſs and whoredom. Theſe Vices are the 
very bane of Hocfety, and of Poſterity; the 
ruin of men's underſtandings, and the orca- 


ſions of violent paſſions and perpetual evil 


ſurmiſes and jealouſies, and of great idleneſs 
and almoſt of every other Vice. They have 


always thrown things into confuſion, and have 


brought ;uin and defolation upon a people 
as ſoon as they have become generally cor- 
1 pted and abandoned to their Luſts. But 
to proceed, N 


1 Cor. vii. 2. + Heb. xiii. 8 
| 2. 
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2. The marriage of the children of this 
world, is that which makes a great part of 
the buſineſs of the world. 


How many are the ways of mens employ- 


ing themlelyes, and how various are the ſtu- 


dies, and lahours, and methods of commerce, 
to which they give up themſelves that they 


may raiſe and provide for families. 
Amidſt all the diſgraces caſt upon mar- 


riage by the prophaneneſs and licentiouſneſs 


of the times, yet thoſe yery creatures, many 
of them, that are now poſſeſs dofeſtates which 


enable them to live in idleneſs and finfull 
| pleaſures, owe their inheritances and their 
wealth to the marriages of parents and an- 
ceſtors; whoſe care of their education, and 
making ſuch plentifull proviſions for them, 


was the fruit and eſſect of orderly life and 


fidelity to marriage-covenants. 

It is furrher to be obſerved, that many 
others who have become wealthy by their own 
labour, and the bleſſing of Go upon them, 
yet have been firſt formed for regular life in 


ſome orderly families; or elfe they have 


put themſelves forward in hope of having 
comfartable families of their own: So that 
one way or other, the great Spring of buſi- 


neſs, and the careful diligent management 
of it, have been owing to the laſtitution of 


marriage, and the laws Or proſpects of it. 
Add to this, tbat the publick ſolemnizing 


of marriages with a prudent regard to cir- 
5 2 -rumftances, 
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1 A SERMON 
cumſtances, ſerves to promote many kinds 
of buſineſs; and to kindle and cheriſh more 


good diſpoſitions in general, than ſecret and 
concealed matches can do. The common 


* Effec of theſe laſt is penury and narrow life, 


or indulging ſuch a fondnels for one, as ſhall 
make breaches with others, and ſo produce 
great diſorders inſtead of exciting general 
affections. Publickly owned and avowed 
marriages give the world much better no- 
tions of decorum, and order, and of the 


mutual and joyfull conſent of all parties 


concerned, than hidden and private attach- 
ments do. - Our Bleſſed Saviour repreſents 
the great buſineſs of religion it ſelf, by com- 


paring the Kingdom of heaven to a certain 


king, which made a marriage for 615 ſon. 


Matth. XxIi. 2 „ 


4 From the marriage of the children of 
this world, ariſeth much of the pleaſure and 
happineſs of this life, as well as the buſi- 
neſs of it. | 

What is there in all preſent gains and poſ- 


ſeſſions, or in honours and high ſtations, that 


would make life of any eſteem and value 


with ſome men, were it not for their family- 


enjoyments? How much doth it eaſe under 


trouble, to have a prudent and faithſull Part- 


ner of it? and how much doth it increaſe 

our comforts and bleſſings, to have others 

daily ſharing in them, and owning their ob- 
Hgarons, 
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ligations, and returning them in many grate- 


ful expreſſions and Kind offices : ? 
It is indeed too plain to be denied, that 
the happineſs of life is deſtroyed in many 


families, by idleneſs, intemperance, vio- 


lent paſſions, ingratitude, perverſeneſs, or by 
a love of pleaſures abroad, more than of 


Go and of home. But all theſe caſes not- 
withſtanding, there isa happineſs that ariſeth 
from order, good agreement, and the plea- 

ſure which ſome families and relations have 


in one another, that ſerves in every age ſuf- 
ficiently to recommend the ſtate of marriage 
in general. There is in many a thankfulneſs 
excited to the wile Inſtitutor of it, as great- 


ly leſſening their burdens and cares; or at 
leaſt ſoſtning them, and making Life caſy 


under them, if they are increaſed. 


To this inſtitution of G op, the children? 
of Men owe ſome of their moſt beneficial and 
uſeful alliances. The intereſts of whole 
bodies and ſocieties, and even of whole na- 
tions and kingdoms are hereby united, to 
the mutual ſtrengthening of one another a- 


gainſt common enemies, as well as the ſecu- 


ring of a free and profitable commerce, and 


intercourſes of continual ſriendſhips an 
themſelves. 


This, I hope in Gon will be the 8 


quence of the firſt Princeſs in the preſent. 
royal family being united to the Houſe of 
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14 MA SERMON 

à Prince of ſuch good Diſpoſitions, and un» 
common attainments, and who has already 
gained ſuch a general, may 1 not lay uni- 
verſal eſteem and affection? 

But leaving others, to whom it more Fe 
cially belongs, to enlarge on that ſubject, 

I proceed to what may be obſerved i in pri- 
vate life. 
How many owe their buſineſs, their 
eſtates, their riſe in the world, to one or 
other incident in marriage; or to ſome bran- 
ches of acquaintance, that are owing to ſuch 
alliances? To ſome indeed great tryals and 
diſadvantages, of one kind or other, may 
ariſe from the families into which they mar- 
ry. But they were ſo placed perhaps by a 
wile providence, for the Riſe and the Good 
of others; and on this account they may have 
their reward ſome other way from Gop, 
when they have no expectation from thoſe 

whom they have been inſtrumental to bring 
into thoſe very ſtations in life, from whence 


ff all their prolperity hath flow d. 


4. The marriage of the children of this 
bn hath an honour put upon it by our 
Bleſſed Saviour himſelf. 

Tho? his undertaking and office, as mediator 
and redeemer of our race, would not admit 
of his entring into a married ſtate; nor would 
it have ſuited his //eſs nature, to become 


one with any ſinful creature; thole that 
were 


on MARRIAGE. 1 3 
were to be accounted to him for a generation, 


mwuft not be born after the fleſh, hut after the 
working of the Spirit of grace and holineſs ; 
yet he thewed a marvellous regard to the 


Law of marriage, in abiding with his paren 
and being ſubject to them tho very poor an 


low in the world, till he came to be about 


30 years old. 

I.̃t is further obſervable, that when he en- 
tered upon his publick work, the fir miracle 

that he wrought was, the furniſhing a very 


large quantity of the moſt excellent wine, 


at a marriage feaſt. © There was a marri- 
cage in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
&« Jeſus was there, and both Jeſus was cal- 
<« ledand his diſciples to the marriage.“ 
Happy that marriage where the preſence 
of IEs us is fought, and granted. 


You may read the account of the miracle 


from the 34 to the 11th V. of that IId of 
John; where it is ſaid © This beginning of 
© miracles did J Es us in Cana of Galilee, and 
«© manife ſted forth his glory, and his diſciples 
e believed on him.” The miracle was ſo 
noted, ſo publickly own d and atteſted, and 
there was fo much bene volence and goodneſs 
in it, that his diſciples were thoroughly 


engaged to him from that time. He that 


was pleaſed at that marriage to turn Water 
into Wine, can upon the like occaſions, add 
the richeſt bleſſings to the pooreſt accommo- 
John. zi. 1, 2. | 
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16 A SERMON 


dations ; and when outward ſupplies fail, he 


can renew them ; and when the Spirits fink, 
he can revive the | Joy. 
Yea, our Bleſſed Sav I OUR honours the 


5 inſtitution of marriage ſo far, as to compare 


his own future coming in glory to the coming 


of a Bridegroom. Who will receive thofe 


that are his by unfeigned faith and covenant 


ſurrenders, and whoſe Lamps are burning, 
to partake of his glory and his kingdom; 


or, as the parable expreſſeth it, to “ go in 


1M with him to the marriage 2 


5. The marriage of the children of this 


world is not only allowed and approved by 


chriſtianity, but the forbidding of it is called 


in the apoſtolical Writings the doctrine of 


Demons f. The Spirit ſpeaketh expreſs- 


ly, that in the latter times ſome ſhall de- 


part from the faith, giving heed to ſedu- 
* cing ſpirits and doctrines of Devils; ſpeak- 
ing lyes in hypocriſy | till they are hard- 


ned in them] and their conſcience is like n 


thing ſeared with a hot iron. Forbid- 
" ding to marry, &c.“ 

Whether this be applied to the E/ſenes 
amoneſt the Jews, and to the Jewiſh teachers 
of chriſtianity, that upon higher pretences to 
ſanctity and religion than others, required 


_ abſtinence from marriage, and from various 


kinds of meats : Or whether it be ſotetold by 


Matth. xxv. beg. + 1 Tim. iv. 1, 3. 


the 


on MARRIAGE 17 


the ſpirit of prophecy concerning the times 
of Antichriſt}, that men {ſhould ſadly depart 


from the faith of the goſpel, and be carried 


away by ſeducing ſpirits and diabolical doc- 
trines, ſpeaking lyes under an hypocritical 


pretence of ſtill holding the chriſtian faith 
and profeſſion : Whether it refer to one, or 


both of theſe, it is equally condemned in all 
them that teach or require a total abſtinence 
from marriage, and from ſeveral forts of meats, 


as being a Doctrine of Devils. For it is there 


pleaded, GO p has created them to be re- 
ceived with thankſgiving, of them that be- 
lie ve his word, and know the truth as it is 
in Jeſus. The contrary doctrines are not of 


Gop, who is the Author of the Law of Na- 


ture, as well as of Revelation. They are evi- 
dently the contrivance of ſome adverſe pow- 
er and policy, to enſnare men and throw 
them into divers luſts: or to carry them on 


under divers forms of hypocriſy and deceit, 


to the diſgrace of revealed religion, and to 
the final deſtruction of their own ſouls. 


_ Chriſtianity alloweth that the preſent. 


fate is a conjugal ſtate ; the future, is an 
angelical ſtate : And whoever, without the 
{pirit of Gop and ſome extraordinary im- 
preſſions and power from on high, ſhall ne- 
glect things humane, and the affairs of this 
preſent life, upon pretence of attaining to 


_ angelical perfection, falls into the ſnare of the 


Deyil. St. Paul therefore ſpeaks with great 
C caution 


©" xa. I IT — 
—_— - - . — 
5 gs - 
pe ; — - 
— — — — — . Pp 


5 
E an.” 


— 
— — 


0 — m—_ _—— * 
— — — 


— —— —— =nrRAMCYCYC  MRqRqRq In. TRA 
— ; — — — 


- —— 


— 5 2 - & 5 


POT 


Z _x=ceaxerEMz-= 
— 


q 
; 
. 
( 1 
i: 


; 
1 
" 
HG 

2 

1 
| 

7 

! 

1 


— YG a 
— Der 
— 
2 
=> 
— 


— 
"IF: 
— 


'. 


2 REC anc 


Rr 
* : ” 


CEE go Tee TE 7 


D="ES=z:. <2 
— CT — 
— — — 


— —yę᷑h — 2 — 
— 2 - 2 


PP 
— 
le — —— 2 
—— — 


4 
4545 * — : 


— + > 


—— — — Ee 


- - — 
bo nn 2 
- — — — 


— F F 
* —ꝛ Km 
—— =-0- Ig — 
- — * — — 


an Ain e 


caution upon this head. When he recom- 
mends a fingle life on account of its being 
freeſt from worldly cares, and having great 
advantages for ſerving the LorD; ny de- 
termines it to be certainly beft in times of 
perſecution, wherein men were called to ſacri- 
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fice every thing for Chrift; yet even with 
theſe views, and in theſe circumſtances, he 


would not abſolutely forbid marriage, leſt 


he ſhould bring any into a ſnare, and give 
the tempter an advantage againſt them by ſo 


doing. Our Blefſed Lok D himſelf goes no 


further in his firſt inſtructions, when he was 
ſpeaking to thoſe that were to travel from 


place to place to publiſh his Goſpel, but only 


ro fay, He that can receive it, to abſtain 

* e marriage for the kingdom of hear 
ven's ſake, let him receive it. 

11 5s never once pleaded that men ſhould 


vow pervetual celibacy, in order to their 


hving the life of angels, and arriving at 


a ſtate of perfection like theirs in all ſpiritual 


Exerciſes, while we are in theſe bodies: But 


only, from the conſideration of fome preſent 


neceſſity, in the ſituation of affairs on this 


Earth. 


It is required and with the higheſt reaſon, 


& That ſuch as believe ſhould not be Une 


S qually ; yoked with unbelievers;” becaule, 
fich can have no delightful communion with 
one another, nor can the order of families be 


well maintain'd, And innumerable are the 
preſent 


on MARRIAGE. 19 
preſent miſchiefs, and diſorders in private 
life that have ariſen from a negle& of this 
rule. But that being taken care of, the goſ- 
pel doth not reſtrain any ſort of men, on ac- 

count of their condition in the world, be it 

higher or lower, from entring into a family 
| fate. 5 5 
I! he popiſb doctrine, therefore, of forbid- 

ding to marry, and ſending multitudes of 

both ſexes into monaſteries and nunneries, 

upon pretence of angelic purity and devo- 
tion, is an enſnaring, unchriſtian, and dia- 

bolical doctrine: Confounding the preſent 
Rate with that which is to come, and making 
people break off from relative duties upon 
every chagrin and diſappointment ; and 

thus overthrowing the laws of ſociety and 

of nature, upon a falſe repreſentation of re- 

veal'd religion, and the power of the Pope 
to make rules and orders for ſuch uſeleſs 
devotionaliſts. But we may now diſmiſs 
the firſt part of the text, The children of 

this world marry and are given in marriage. 


II. Let us next raiſe our thoughts to the 
per feetion and happineſs of thoſe that ſhall 
be counted worthy to obtain that world 
which zs to come, and the redemption or 
reſurrection of the body, that ſhall render 
them fit for it. They neither marry nor 
* are given in marriage. Here it greatly 
C 2 done 
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concerns us to underſtand, What it is to be 
counted worthy to obtain that world, and 


the reſurrection from the dead; and then 
the /tate of thoſe who do obtain it, that they 


have no more to do with marriage. 


IJ. Let us conſider what it is to be counted 


worthy to obtain that world, and the re- 


ſurrection from the dead. Now this wor- 


thineſs conſiſts, In our alliance to the So N 


of GoD, and being made Heirs with him: 
In our having an inward agreeableneſs, and 


a ſuitableneſs to the honour and felicity he 
ſhall confer upon us: And in the Redemption 


of our bodies from the grave, and their being 
made capable of inhabiting that world to 


which they ſhall be raiſed. 


(i.) They that are counted worthy to ob- 
tain that world, muſt be admitted on ac- 
count of their relation to the So N of Go p, 
and being made Heirs with him. 

We are ſaid to be“ Heirs of Gop, and 
« Fornt-heirs with Chriſt *. There can be 
no pretence of Worthineſs, or claim of me- 


lit on our part, but as Chriſt claims for us on 
account of our relation to him as members of 


his church. We are brought into this relation 

by faith, and by covenant-ſurrenders of our 

ſelves to him, and thro' ſanctification of the 
* Rom. viii. 17. - 


ſpirit. 
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ſpirit ®. The giory which CHRIS has 
acquired, is not only for himſelf, but to be 
communicated and imparted to his church, 
when the number of its members is compleat 
and full. 

As the dignity, treaſures, and felicity of 
the Husband, reflect an honour, and com- 
municate a happineſs to the Wife; ſo the 
ſcriptures repreſert our future worthineſs, 
and excellency, and glory as ariſing from 
our eſpouſals unto Chriſt. Under the charac- 
ter of an Husband , he is ſaid to © love 
„ the church, and to give himſelf for it, 
„ that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it 
«© with the waſhing of water, by the word; 
© that he might preſent it to himſelf a glori- 
ous church, not having ſpot or wrinkle 
or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be holy 


A 


cc 


6 


nn 


e and without blemiſh.” Hence we find, 


in the book of the Revelation, this very 
ſimilitude is uſed to excite our Joy and 
praiſe. *© Let us be glad and rejoice and 
« give honour to him, (i. e. to the Lord 
“ Gop omnipotent) for the marriage of the 


Lamb is come, and his Wife hath made 


" 


* 


herſelf ready: And to her was granted 
« that ſhe ſhould be array'd in fine linnen, 
« pure and white; for the fine linnen is 
< the righteouſneſs of the ſaints.” 
She, on her part, is ſaid to make herſelf 
ready, in obtaining Zhat righteouſneſs, that 
Chriſt gave himſelf on purpoſe to engage 
* 2 Theſ. ii. 13, 14. ＋ Eph. v. 2c, to 29. 
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and bring her to. And he faid © Write; 


te bleſted are they which are called to the 
« marriage ſupper of the Lamb“. And he 
« faith unto me theſe are the true ſayings of 

« Gop.” Blefled are they that ſhall ſee 
how perfectly, and blitsfully, all prepara+ 
tions i anſwer, when that heavenly 


marriage ſhall be celebrated. But let it be 


conſidered diſtinctly in the next place, 


(2 ) That they who are counted worthy 


to obtain 7hat world, muſt have an Inward 
 ſuitableneſs to the hononr and felicity con- 
ſerr'd on them. | 


| Perſons that are unſuitable, and quite diſ- 


agreeable to each other, may enter into the 
_ neareſt relations here on earth, thro' ſome 
miſtaken Views of their own, or ſome ma- 


nagements of others: But Chriſt will admit 
of no ſuch diſagreeable alliances in the bleſ- 
icd ſtate above; nothing that would defile, 
or deſtroy the purity, nothing that ſhall in- 
errupt the harmony and joy, of thoſe that 
are to live for ever with him, ſhall enter in- 
to his Kingdom. If it be thought a Hell 
upon earth to ſpend a life with them that 
are utterly diſagreeable, what would it be 
to ſpend an eternity with ſuch? Unleſs 
therefore we have a ſuitableneſs to Chriſt, 
7. e. the ſame mind in us that was allo in 
him, and the ſame delights and joys and 
graces with him, he will not count us Wor- 
| * Rev. xix. 7, 3, 9. 


thy 
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thy to live for ever where he is: nor indeed 

could we our {elves bear his continual pre- 

ſence, without ſuch a conformity to him. 
The Greek word uſed in our text denotes 


ſuch a worthineſs as this: A worthineſs of 
congruity *, or a meetneſs for the high ſtation 
and happy alliance into which we are 
brought. For this it is that St. Paul gives 
« thanks to the father who had made him 
« and his Coloſſians meet to be partakers of 


the inheritance of the Saints in light . 


O what a number of looſe diſagreeable crea- 
tures to Chriſt, now talk of their hoping to 

be faved by him, and with a moſt amazing 
confidence think to obtain that world where 
he is, without ever conſidering that none 


{hall come there but ſuch as are counted wor- 
thy or fit to have their abode with him! 
The Door will be ſhut againſt the unpre- 


pared and fooliſh Virgins, notwithſtanding 


their crying Lord, Lord, open to usf. 
Thoſe that are counted worthy, and thoſe 
alſo that are unworthy to obtain that world, 
are deſcribed diſtinctly in that Parable of the 
ten Virgins going forth to meet the Bride- 


groom, alluding to the manner of the Jewiſh 


marriages in our Saviour $ time. 


* 


6.) They that are counted worthy to 
obtain that world, ſhall obtain alſo the re- 


— Kam tw)evrrs. 
＋ Colols, i. 12. 4 Math. xxv. 4 11. 
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24. A SERMON 

demption ＋ their bodies from the grave, 
and fo ſhall be render d capable of inbabi- 
ting the heavenly regions. 

When our text ſpeaks only in general of 
the reſurreQion from the dead, we are to 
underſtand it of the reſurrection of ſuch, as 
are counted worthy to obtain that kingdom 
prepared for the redeemed of Chriſt, from 
the foundation of the world. Concerning 
Theſe the Apoſtle ſays, that having the 
firſt-fruits ofthe ſpirit, the beginnings of the 
heavenly life and bleſſedneſs, they groan 
within d for the ſalvation expected 
from the body of ſin and death. Mind the 
expreſſion there k, “ waiting for the A- 
«< doption, the redemption of our body.” 
Waiting for that new way of becoming the 
children of Go, and being received into 
the bliſsful part of his family, by the redemp- 
tion of our body from the power of the 
grave. 
Ibis our Saviour himſelf mentions, to 
excite the joy and hope of his diſciples, 
when he ſhall come in a very awfull manner 
with power and great glory to judge the world. 
« Then (ſays he) liſt up your heads for 
{© your redemption draweth nigh r“. Your 
bodies ſhall be reſcued from the dominion of 
Death; and that they may be fitted to 
match with the Redeemer, and inhabit that 
world where his Kingdom is, they ſhall be 


* Rem. vili. 23. + Luke. xxi. 28. 
changed 
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changed from being vile and corruptible bodies, 


to be ſpiritual and immortal bodies, © being 
e faſhioned like the glorious body of Chriſt 
* himſelf, * according to the working where- 
“ by he is able to ſubdue all things unto 
« himſelf,” Thoſe parts of the body that are 
only ſuited to this animal and dying ſtate, 
ſhall be no more; becauſe there ſhall be no 


more death. But the ſenſes, and all eſſential 


parts of the human body, ſhall be in the 
greateſt perfection, ſuited to the employments 
and felicity of the heavenly world. 


There ſhall indeed be a reſurre&ion of the 


bodies of the wicked, as well as the righteous. 


For in this matter our Saviour ſpeaks moſt af- 
ſuredly, and plainly. © The hour is coming 


in which all that are in their graves ſhall hear 


&« his voice and ſhall come forth; They that 
have done good unto the reſurrection of life, 
« andthey that have done evil unto the reſurrec- 
tion of damnation +.” But the bodies of thoſe 
being raiſed again, that have done evil, will 
only be to witneſs againſt one another in the 
day of judgement; and to receive the due re- 
ward of their deeds, by the puniſhment and 
torment of that body that has done wickedly, 
as well as the ſelf-reproaches and agonies of the 
Soul. Then all the vile /u/?s by which wicked 


people have diſhonoured their bodies, and dif- 
graced the conſtitution of God in the preſent | 


* Phil. ili. 21. John v. 28, 29. 
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life, ſhall be expoſed in a manner that ſhall ren. 
der them deteſtable to themſelves and to the 
whole creation of G oÞ, and endleſs tormen- 


tors of one another. 


; But he reſurrection from the dead which 
ſhall be granted to them who are counted wor- 
thy to obtain that world, and the life of an- 
gels, will be a perfect and complete redemp- 
tion from all the troubleſome appetites of the 
body, arid from all its diſeaſes: From the ble- 
miſhes, and pains, the corruptions, and temp- 
tations, to which bodies here on earth are ſub- 
jet. And it will be a redemption from the 
reproaches and the ſcorn of the wicked, from 
the wiles of the devil, and in fhort from every 
_ difagreeable thing both in themſelves and in 

| thoſe that are made their happy companions. 
Wiſdom and Love will be in perfection, with- 
out the interruption and diſturbance of earthly 
inclinations, wants, and paſſions; and without 
fear of our joys ever decreaſing, or being ta- 
ken from us. Thi leads us to he other head. 


2. We ſhould endeavour to think aright'on 
the /tate of thoſe who obtain 'that world, in 
that account our text gives of it, that they 2 


ther marry nor are given in marriage. 


A contemplation, this, that can give no 
juſt ground of unecaſineſs to thoſe who now ac- 


count themſelves moſt Lappy in a married life; 
tho 


on MARRIAGE 
tho' it will probably afford greater comfort, 


and pyeaſure, to thoſe who are at preſent 


unhappy. The thoughts of the unhappy turn, 
with a more quick and lively ſenſe of things, to 


the peace and reſt and enjoyments of that 
world where marriage is no more. And thus 


they have one way of being happy in which 


they may exceed others, that is raiſing their 
hearts and afſections more to heaven, by being 


diſappointed here on carth. 


But to turn the other way, the happieſt 
Pair that live, with all the bleſſings of a mar- 


Tied ſtate about them, may greatly improve 
their felicity, by looking to that world where 


minds will be more agreeable to one another, 


than they can be in this imperfect ſtate: And where 
bodies will be beautifull and glorious, without 
blemiſn, and out of the reach of death. Look, 

and ſay, what it is that gives you the trueſt and 


moſt laſting ſatisfaction in one another; and then 


think, how much all will be outd one inthe 


world to come. 
Are the entertainments of the underſtanding, 


or the endearments of affetion, your delight? 


Both theſe will be unſpeakably greater in hea- 
ven, than they can be on earth. There you 
will be exceeding happy, both in Knowledge, 
and love. Primarily in the love of God, and 


then in a ſeraphick love of one another. And 
as the ſun- beams will put out a fire upon this 
earth ; ſo when the full- grown glory of heaven 


all ſhine upon our ſouls, all preſent earthly 
D 2 fires 
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fires muſt needs go out, and be extinguiſhed 
for ever: And that, certainly, without any 


unhappineſs or diſturbance. 
Beſide ; you ſhall be then perfectly freed 


from all the cares that attend a married ſtate. 
Cares in providing ſor a family; cares in guard- 


ing againſt evils and loſſes; cares ariſing from 


many unavoidable afflictions, and from many 


errors or diſguſts that happen in the conduct of 


life. Where the greateit endearment i is, there 


your troubles and pains are doubly piercing. 


Both feel what each endures, by a perpetual 
Sympathy; and where the Union is moſt inti- 
mate and wife, the more ſhocking are the views 


of a teparation. The more grievous are the 
death of children, where the ſouls of both pa- 
rents centred ; or what is worſe than their death, 


| the more heart breaking is their diſobedience, 


and utter ruin of themſelves Add to all this, 
that the uneaſineſs of having ſlothful, or wick 
ed, or perverſe and diſorderly ſervants will be 
there no more. ns 

What diſturbance then can it give us, to 
think of a {tate where marriage ſhall 82 no more, 
with all its cares, and with all its fins and trou- 
bles; but where all the rational and ſolid plea- 
fares of it, will be unipeakably heightned and 


increa led. 


It may be asked by ſuch as are now fond of 
each other, may we have the pleaſure of 
hoping thit thoſe who are happy in their re- 


lation to one anather at freſent, will be alſo 
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companions in the happineſs of that world that | 
15 to come? To this I anſwer ; not merely on 
account of the relation in which they ſtand to 


one another here : For the Scripture expreſſly 
declares, That is diſſolved by Death. It is fo 
diſſolved, that a new relation is commonly con- 


| tracted in this World, notwithſtanding a great 
affettion that perſons profeſs d to have for one 


another before Death made a ſeparation. And 


therefore every thing may well be altered in the 


other world, when both ſides are changed, and 


bodies intirely diſſolved and formed anew for 


quite different circumſtances at the reſurrection 


of the dead. The woman that was married to 


ſeveral husbands, ſhall be conſidered under 
the relation of a wife to neither one nor the o- 
ther. This our Saviour declares in the context. 
| Nevertheleſs there is a pleaſure that may be 


indulged, by thoſe that are the means of Convert- 


ing others, and that walk together as Heirs 


of the Grace of life, ſo that their prayers are 


not hindred in this world, ſuch may comfort- 


ably Expect their praiſes ſhall be perfected to- 


gether in the next world. If there has been a 
care of doing the will of Go p together, and a 
ſer viceableneſs to promote the ſame diſpoſitions 
in each other that ſhall render both happy 


in heaven, and that ſhall ſuit them to o and 
the ſame manſion; there is very good reaſon to 
believe they ſball meet at the reſurrection of the 


juſt. And thus meeting, they ſhall be an ever- 
laſting joy to each other, on that very foot upon 
1 ___ which 
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which all felation is founded in the Kingdom of 

Go « He: that doth the will of my father 
in heaven, the fame is 5 my brother, and ſiſter, 
© and mother,” 

Some that have been married it this world, 
will be as fas diſtant from one another in that 
world to come, as Heaven is from Hell. And 
others may be as far diſtant as the lower, and 
higher manſions in heaven, can ſet them. For 
our Saviour ſays, © In his father's houſe are 
mum manſions ;” and all that are faved will 
then be placed in that manſion to which they 
are ſuited, and which is prepared for them. 

We know that thoſe who are inſtrumental to 
ſave others, and to make them meet for hea- 
ven, ſhall haye ſuch to be with them as their 
joy and their crown *. But many may be of the 
Jame congregation now, that ſhall not belong 
to the fame manſion in heaven: And ſo it may 
be with members of families, as well as chur- 
ches and religious ſocieties. However this we 
are ſure of, that thoſe diſpoſitions of ſoul which 
are truly good, and form us for happineſs in the 
relations in which Gop ſets us in this world, 
and that render us pleaſing in his fight thro'a 
Redeemer, will render ſtill bappy when we ſhall 

be as the Angels of Goo. 


From the whole: therefore, we ſhould learn 
| theſe two great leſſons: Firſt, to conduct our- 
ſel ves as Go requires we ſhould do in our pre- 


® 1 Fheb. ii. 19, 20. 
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ſent condition, and in thoſe ſtations and circum- 
fances which by an all-diſpoſing providence 
we are led into. Not lighting providenee, = 
thro' vanity or thou -heleflnets, deſpiſing 
thing that has a — aſpect towards gd | | 
nor yet thinking to force our way, without pro- N 
vidence, into any ſtate of life; nor breaking 
off from any relation in which Go p hath ſet 
us, or quarrelling with providence for thoſe 
Tryals we may meet with in it. But endea- 
vouring to act as becomes thoſe that profeſs obe- 
dience to the will of our heavenly Father; and 
as thoſe that would not be unthankfull for the 
mercies we have, tho' we thould not. haye all | 
that we defire. | | 


The next leon is, to make it our concern 
in every ſtate of life to prepare for the life to 
come. That we may be counted worthy to 
obtain that world, and the reſurrection from the 
dead, by entring into and abiding in a covenant 
relation to Chriſt, in whom we have redemp- 
tion, and a right tothe inheritance of the ſaints | 
in light thro faith in his name: And then, by | 
getting more and more of an agreeableneſs to 
him, and meet neſs for that inheritance, by fol- 
lowing after peace and holineſs, without which 
none {hall ſee the Lord: And finally, by look- 
ing for the redemption of theſe bodies from fin, 
and the grave, with an earneſt and growing 
expectation, 


* 


To 


WE ..” - T0 vonchude; ; "_ ſhould raiſe Adern by 1 
5 all that is now fairable and pleaſing to us; to 
the higher pleaſures and ſatisfactions that hea- 


9 ven will afford. And e ſhould comſort our- 

Mp ſelves, under all that now grieves and afflicts us, 1 
by the thought of being ſhortly: raiſed above 

all the neceſſities, and Iiforders of this preſent. 

 Jife.' Then we ſhall get above all the wounds, 

2 and ſtabs that this earth gives us, both by miſs 

4 taken affections, and mortal enmities-. 
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dominion and glory for eycr. Amen. 
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